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S. 1198, Solid Start Act of 2021 
As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on July 28, 2021 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2021  2021-2026  2021-2031  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  *  not estimated  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2032? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000. 
 

S. 1198 would codify the Solid Start program implemented in 2019 by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) to help veterans transition to civilian life. Under the program, VA 
aims to contact every veteran by phone three times during their first year after separating 
from the armed forces. On those outreach calls, veterans receive information about their 
eligibility for VA health care and benefits and the availability of mental health resources. 
The bill would require VA to tailor outreach calls to address the needs of each veteran’s 
situation, including customizing information specifically for women veterans. 

To the extent that S. 1198 would expand the Solid Start program, VA would incur additional 
costs; however, on the basis of information provided by VA in detailed program plans and 
status reports, CBO estimates that those costs would total less than $500,000 over the 
2021-2026 period. Such spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Paul B.A. Holland. The estimate was reviewed by 
Leo Lex, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.  
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